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HIM>CHAL PRADESH 
 

           HIM>CHAL PRADESH -  Word   comprises  of  two words, HIM  that means  snow  &  ANCHAL  that means LAP OF HIM>LAY>S. 
          PRE HISTORIC -Pre historic evidences have  been found that nearly 2 million years ago man lived in the foothills of Himachal Pradesh, Bangana valley of Kangra, Sirsa valley of N<l<garh and Markanda valley of  Sirmour  are  found to be places  where  pre  historic  man used  to live. The  foothills of  the  state were inhabited by the people from Indus valley civilization between 2250 & 1750 BC. 
           The earliest known inhabitants of the region were tribals called Dasas. Later,  Aryans came and they assimilated  in  the  tribes.  In the  later  centuries,  the  hill chieftains  accepted  suzerainty  of the  Mauryan empire, the Kaushans, the Guptas and Kanuaj rulers. During the Mughal period,  the Rajas of the hill states made some mutually agreed arrangements which governed their relations.In the 19th century, Ranjit  Singh annexed  many of the states. When the  British came, they defeated Gorkh<s and entered into treaties with some  Rajas  and  annexed  the  kingdoms  of  others.   The  situation  remain   unchanged  till 1947.  After independence, 30 princely  states of the area were united and Himachal  Pradesh was formed on 15th April, 1948. On 01 November 1956 was declared  union  territory of India. State  attained its  statehood  status on 25 Jan. 1971 as the 18th state of India. Him<chal was divided into four districts at its existence as Chamba, Mandi, Sirmour and Mahasu. 
           Him<chal  Pradesh is  located  in the Northern  region of India. The state is surrounded  by Jammu & Kashm\r  and  Ladakh on the North,  Punjab on the West  and the south-west,  Hary<na on the South, Uttar Pradesh  and  Uttr<khand  on  the south - east and  China on the East. Total  area  of Him<chal  Pradesh is  55,673 sq. km and population  [2011-Census] is  6864602. 
           Referred  to "Dev  bhoomi "  or  "  Land  of  God"  is  having 12 districts  at  present,  is covered  with  immense beauty and is, undoubtedly, one of the most  popular tourist  destinations in  the world. A majority of area is mountainous  with lofty  ranges,  deep  valleys, swaying  waterfalls and lush greenery. Being  high altitude,  snowfall is common  sight in  most  parts of the state.  Graced  by sacred  peaks, captivating  river valleys,  crystal clear mountain  lakes and deep forest country,  Him<chal  Pradesh is a playground  for  the Gods and Humans  alike. Being a  state full of  isolated valleys and high ranges, several  different  styles of  temple  architecture  developed and there are temples with carved stone,  shikharas, pagoda style  shrines, temples  that  look like  Buddhist  Gompas or Sikh  Gurudw<r<s etc. Many of them are  important  places of  pilgrimage and each year attract thousands of devotees from all over the country. 
           Him<chal  Pradesh  holds the world  record for the highest village linked with road and having world's  highest  cricket stadium. The K<lka - Shimla train track in  Him<chal  Pradesh is UNESCO  World Heritage  Site. 
Other facts of the state are as -  
State Capital - Shimla. 
State Animal - Snow Leopard. 
State  Bird - Western Tragopan. 
State Tree - Deodar.  
Main rivers of the state are Satluj, Beas, Ravi, Chenab and Giri. 
Languages spoken in State are Hindi, English, Punjabi, Kinnauri, Pah<ri, K<ngri, Mandiy<li and Dogri. 
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Full name of SAS Nagar (B 4) is S>HIBZ>DA AJ|T SINGH NAGAR.
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