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Heights and depths are in metres.

The territorial waters of India extend into the sea to a distance of twelve nautical miles measured from

the approximate base line.
Headquarters of states and districts are boxed in the body of the map.

ODISHA

Odisha formerly Orissa, is a state in Eastern part of India with an area of 60,162 square

miles (155,820 square km) and population of almost 42 million. The capital city is

Bhubaneshwar and other major cities in the state are Cuttack, Sambalpur and Rourkela.

Odisha is the 8th largest Indian state & the 11th most populous. Odisha is bordered by

the states of West Bengal to the north east, Jharkhand to the north west, Chhattisgarh

to the west, Andhra Pradesh to the south, and has about 482 km coastline along the

Bay of Bengal. Odia is the most widely spoken language in the state and is used as an

official basis alongside English.

Modern-day Odisha falls under the boundaries of the ancient kingdom of Kalinga in the

3rd Century BC, and the state is still sometimes referred to as Kalinga. Kalinga was a

leader in maritime trade at that time. Its trade relations with South-East Asian countries

were very strong. Kalinga gained a lot of fame in maritime trade at that time. Even now

about three ports have been established on the coast of Odisha. Paradeep port is the

most important among them.

Odisha is also known as Utkal, which has found a place in the minds of the people of

India. The state of Odisha was established as an independent state on 1st April 1936 &

the anniversary is celebrated as Utkal Dibas throughout the state. Odisha

has a rich

culture, the Odissi classical dance form originates from the state. Among the tourist

attractions of this state are the Sun Temple of Konark, Khandagiri & Udaygiri Caves, the

world famous Puri Jagannath temple, Chilika Lake, Similipal Tiger Reserve,

Daringibadi.

Chilika Lake is a brackish water lake and a shallow lagoon with estuarine character

spread across the districts of Puri, Khurda and Ganjam in the state of Odisha in eastern

India. Odisha is also famous for its various sea foods.

Odisha is known for its many mineral resources and is full of natural treasures. 45

percent of all of India s iron ore , 45 percent of bauxite, 23 percent of coal, and a

variety of gemstones can be found here. There are now signs of rare minerals like gold

in this area as well. Odisha s zoologists are successful in making new species like White

tigers from different species. Odisha has been very important also in the breeding of

blue turtles ( Olive Ridleys) and crocodiles.

Odisha has earned about 25 Geographical Indications ( Gl tags ), the most notable of

which are the stone sculptures of Konark, Pipili Chandua, Similipal Kai Chutney, Odisha

Rasagola, Kendrapara Rasabali and Sambalpuri Bandha Saree. Odisha has successfully

hosted several sports events as Asian Junior Women s Rugby Tournament, the 22nd
Asian Athletics championship & the Men s Hockey World cup in 2018 & 2023.

The state of Odisha occupies an important place in the country having a high

concentration of Scheduled Tribe & Scheduled Caste population. As per the latest 2011

census, it is ranked third (numerically) in terms of ST population whereas its position is

eleventh (numerically) in terms of SC population in the country. Scheduled

Tribes and

Scheduled castes together constitute nearly 40% of the state s total population (S.Ts

22.85% and S.Cs 17.13%).
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