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JUSTICE MADHURESH PRASAD ORAL JUDGMENT (Per: HONOURABLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE)
Date : 13-04-2023 The petitioner, in the present case, is aggrieved with the fact that there
was no effective video conferencing for the purpose of hearing given to him by the
Assessment Authority, as is required under Section 144B (6) (viii) of the Income Tax Act.
Learned senior standing counsel for the Government of India (Taxes) has specifically
pointed out from Annexure-11 that a video conferencing was afforded on 21.09.2022 at
03:00 PM. However, the notice was uploaded on the portal only at 11:30 PM on 20.09.2022
i.e. just previous day. It is hence the petitioner was not able to avail of the video
conferencing opportunity given by the Assessing Authority, effectively. Though the
petitioner appeared in the video conferencing, he was not able to argue the matter
effectively. Learned senior standing counsel, who was directed to get instructions, fairly
submits that the facts, as seen from Annexure-11, are in fact correct and that it would be
ensured that the Assessing Officer does not repeat such issuance of notices on the
previous day. We also have to caution the Authorities, in so far as issuing such notices,
when it would be appropriate that at least seven days notice is given when hearing is
carried out through video conferencing as required under the faceless assessment
procedure. In the present case, on the facts disclosed, we set aside Annexure-14 series of
assessment orders and demand notices and direct the Income Tax Authority to fix a date,
issue notice to the petitioner for video conferencing, hear the petitioner and complete the
assessment. Writ application stands allowed. Sumit/Shashank- ( Madhuresh Prasad, J)
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