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to the employees and the public at large. We do not appreciate the manner in which both
the Departments have functioned. The petitioner department instead of approaching this
Court should have taken up the issue through their Departmental Head with the Income
Tax Department and thereafter tried to resolve the issue. The Income Tax Department
also, in case it found that the Rural Works Department, namely the petitioner, has not
deposited the tax in the correct form, should have taken up the issue with the higher
authorities of the Rural Works Department or the State Government and tried to resolve
the issue. Instead of doing so, the Income Tax Department took the most extreme coercive
steps and the petitioner, therefore, approached this Court by filing writ petition. In doing
so, not only the public money, but public time and various other adverse effect has been
caused. In our considered view, this is a case where the Principal Chief Commissioner of
the Income Tax Department and the Principal Secretary of the Rural Works Department
should be directed to sit and resolve the issue in question and till then the bank account of
the petitioner should be released. Accordingly, we allow this writ petition and issue the
following directions: The Income Tax Department shall release the bank account of the
petitioner forthwith within a period of 24 hours from today. Thereafter, the Principal Chief
Commissioner of the Income Tax Department and the Principal Secretary of the Rural
Works Department shall sit and resolve the issue and submit a report with regard to action
taken to the Registrar General of this Court within 15 days from today. With the aforesaid,
the writ petition stands allowed and disposed of.
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